« Singing Night this
Wednesday night

« Fellowship meal October 4,
everyone please attend!

« Collection on Sunday
October 4 will go to Spencer
and Hannah Dickerson to
help with Medical bills

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health

ailments.

¢ Renee Cumberland, Sadie Hodge,
Spencer Dickerson (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

¢ Emily Linton

¢ Andy Duncan (Liver transplant)
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Communion
Preparation

2026 preparation list is in foyer
September - Carlberg

October - Cooper

November - Rowell

Birthday / Anniversary

Camden Cooper - 1st

Betty Lewis - 4th

Rain Murphy - 5th

Dwight Callens - 9th

Bostyn Rowell - 10th

Beverly Isaacs - 14th

Aubri Cooper - 15th

John Isaacs - 18th

John & Crystalyn Tidwell - 25th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper
Scripture Reading - Luke 10:25 - 28
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Larry
Montgomery

Assist on Lord’s Table - David Cradic

Scripture Reading - 1 Corinthians
11:23 - 29

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg
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WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

The Motive Behind
Our Obedience

By Alan Smith

An investment counselor started her
own business and realized she needed
an attorney on staff. As she began
interviewing applicants, she looked
across the desk at one promising young
lawyer and said, “In a business like
this, personal integrity is absolutely
essential. Our clients must be able to
trust us completely.” Then she leaned
forward and asked, “Mr. Peterson, are
you an honest lawyer?”

The young man smiled confidently.
“Honest? Let me tell you about my
honesty. My father loaned me $15,000
to pay for my legal education, and I
paid back every penny as soon as I
tried my very first case.”

“That’s impressive,” she replied. “What
kind of case was it?”

The lawyer shifted uncomfortably in
his chair before admitting, “He sued
me for the money.”

We recognize the difference between
doing the right thing because we want
to and doing it because we have no
alternative.

That distinction is significant. God has
always been concerned not only with
our actions but also with the motives
behind them. Two people may perform
the same act of obedience, but one does
so out of love while the other does so
out of obligation. Outwardly they look
the same, but inwardly they are worlds
apart.

This often happens when young people
leave home for college or begin their
careers. Many faithfully attended
worship services throughout their
childhood because Mom and Dad
expected it. Then they move away and,
for the first time, no one is checking to

see whether they get up on Sunday
morning. That moment reveals what
was really driving them all along. Were
they serving God because they loved
him, or simply because they had no
choice?

I's not just a challenge for young
adults. All of us face moments when
no one else is watching. We can pray
because we delight in talking with God,
or because we feel guilty if we don’t.
We can give generously because we
love God’s work, or because we think
we have to. We can read Scripture as a
joyful privilege or as a burdensome
chore.

David gives us a beautiful picture of the
heart God desires. He didn’t merely
obey God’s commands; he delighted in
them. He wrote, “I rejoice at Your word
as one who finds great treasure . . . I
love Your law . . . My soul keeps Your
testimonies and I love them
exceedingly . . . Let Your hand become
my help, for I have chosen Your
precepts. I long for Your salvation, O
Lord, and Your law is my delight”
(Psalm 119:162, 163, 167, 173-174).

Notice the words that David uses:
rejoice, love, chosen, long, delight. His
obedience flowed from his love for
God, not coercion.

The greatest test of our character is not
what we do when we are forced to
obey, but what we choose to do when
we are given the choice. May our
obedience always spring from grateful
hearts that genuinely love the God who
first loved us.



